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We wish to invite your school to use a history supplement as part of your teaching of the Second
World War. Our hope is to assist you by providing this opportunity knowing we are willing to
support you in these teaching endeavours.
Members of the Rabaul and Montevideo Maru Group of the Papua New Guinea Association of
Australia (PNGAA) have prepared a history supplement titled Some Came Home: An Insight into
the First Engagement of WWII on Australian Territory, which history teachers can use in the
teaching of the national history curriculum.
The Rabaul and Montevideo Maru Education Committee can provide:
• A lesson plan following the content links which are in the Australian Curriculum
• Teacher background notes
• Student Worksheets
• A 15-minute educational version of Some Came Home in which POWs and civilian internees
are interviewed about their war experience
• A list of resources that teachers can use
The students’ exercises can be completed either as individuals or in groups, over two or three
periods. It can also be broken into stand-alone sections with a brief background overview.
This teaching supplement can also be used to link the two world wars and as a lead up to Kokoda
as well as highlighting the effects of war on Australian POWs and civilian internees and their
families.
Once a school agrees to participate, our association will forward you this educational support
package.

To provide a little background information, the Rabaul and Montevideo Maru Society was
established in 2009 to represent the interests of the families of the soldiers and civilians
captured in Rabaul and the New Guinea Islands after the Japanese invasion in January 1942.
The major objective of the Society was to have a memorial erected in memory of those lost,
which was achieved and unveiled at the Australian War Memorial in Canberra on 1 July 2012.
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then amalgamated with the PNGAA – which is a non-profit organisation with approx. 1,500
members globally including a majority in Australia and is run by volunteers. Our current members
have either lived in Papua New Guinea or have an interest in it, particularly in history and culture,
and strengthening the ties between the peoples of Australia and PNG. The Society’s current
objective is to focus on Education and to ensure that Secondary Students have the opportunity to
learn an Australian Perspective of the Pacific in WW2.
Over 1000 Australian soldiers and civilians were captured in Rabaul – New Britain and the New
Guinea Islands after the Japanese invasion in January 1942. After spending over five months in
POW Camps in Rabaul, the prisoners were then boarded onto the MS Montevideo Maru, a
Japanese prisoner of war ‘Hell-Ship’, which was torpedoed on 1 July 1942 off the coast of the
Philippines by a US submarine, the USS Sturgeon. The MS Montevideo Maru was the only prisoner
of war ‘Hell-Ship’ with no allied survivors.
Due to many factors, including that families were not told for three and a half years after the
event that their young men had died, this was an often unspoken tragedy in many families and
therefore many Australians still have no idea that they have had a family member or members
involved. This, often unknown, part of our history remains Australia’s greatest maritime tragedy.
With its strategic location close to Australia, Rabaul’s significance in our history is unique. The
battle at Bita Paka, near Rabaul, in the then German Colony of New Guinea, was where Australian
troops first engaged in battle on 11 September 1914 to defend Australia in World War One; and
the Fall of Rabaul in January 1942 (WWII), six weeks after Pearl Harbour, was the first time an
Australian territory had been occupied by enemy forces.
We understand that you have very little time to teach the history curriculum and we hope we are
offering you a way of making the history of WWI and WWII more teachable. This remarkable
story, involving a country which was very much part of our Australian history and is now
Australia’s nearest neighbour, deserves a more significant place in our Australian curriculum.
Teachers who wish to participate in the trial can contact the association for further information:
E: education@memorial.org.au or your contact person.
We look forward to hearing from you.
Yours sincerely

Andrea Williams
President
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